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	May 19, 2011

Scott Fitzwilliams

Forest Supervisor

900 Grand Ave.

POB 948

Glenwood Springs, CO  81601

RE:   Lava Boulder Creek Exploratory Development Program

Dear Scott,
The proposed exploration project near Lava Boulder Creek overlaps with the area we call the Thompson Divide. The Thompson Divide Coalition was formed to ensure permanent protection of this area from oil and gas development. We believe the area is inappropriate for oil and gas development because of the significant impacts such activity will have on wildlife, water quality, air quality, recreational uses, hunting, fishing, agricultural operations, and the area’s natural character. We represent more than 2,000 people in the Roaring Fork, Crystal River, North Fork, and Colorado River Valleys who believe that the Thompson Divide deserves special and long-term protection.
This proposal and the development likely to follow from it represent a serious threat to values that make the Thompson Divide so unique and so valuable. We ask you to give serious consideration to the following issues prior to making a final decision. 
The legality of the lease proposed for development is dubious. The lease was issued over a roadless area at a time when the 2001 Roadless Rule was in effect, but the lease does not include any prohibitions on development within the roadless area.
1. Impact to wildlife.
2. Impacts to recreational uses.
3. Impacts to agricultural operations 
4. Impacts to municipal water supply.
5. Impacts to clean air.
6. This project has potential to set a precedent for development of gap leases throughout the state.
 We urge the BLM and the Forest Service to ensure that any development proposal is thoroughly analyzed and that this roadless land, as well as all of the roadless lands in the Thompson Divide, are protected from oil and gas development now and into the future. We believe potential impacts will be significant and must be analyzed in a full environmental impact statement (EIS). Please keep us on your list of interested parties and send us the Environmental Impact Statement when it is available. 
Sincerely,

Jock Jacober, Chairperson

	
	








55 N. 4th St./PO Box 2045 Carbondale CO 81623  (970) 355-4223

www.savethompsondivide.org

