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The Thompson Divide Coalition has identified the Thompson Creek watershed and surrounding areas including, Coal Basin, Clear Fork, East and West Divide Creeks, and Baldy Mountain for desired permanent protection from oil and gas development.  This identified priority area contains several designated roadless areas under the 2001 Roadless Rule, including; East Divide/Four Mile Park, Baldy Mountain, Thompson Creek, Clear Fork and Huntsman Ridge Roadless Areas.  The area identified by TDC provides high quality habitat for a variety of wildlife including; mule deer, elk, moose, black bear, lynx, native cutthroat trout, a variety of small mammals, and several raptor species.  

The areas covered by the TDC priority areas encompass a variety of CDOW mapped elk habitats.  The upper elevations contain valued summer range and production areas with the lower elevations closer to the Crystal River containing winter range, severe winter range and winter concentration areas.  The upper elevation summer concentration/solitude areas are extremely important for elk and possibly some of the more important at the higher elevations.  These areas provide solitude for elk to graze undisturbed throughout the summer while nursing calves and putting on enough fat reserves to make it through the next winter.  The defined elk production areas are of extreme importance.  These areas need to be free of disturbance during the calving period May 15-June 15.  Studies have documented that repeated human disturbance during the calving season contributes to decreased cow: calf ratios.  

The TDC priority areas provide an important link between the Hightower area and the Crystal River valley.  Moose are readily using this link moving from the original release area on the Grand Mesa and beginning to occupy valuable habitat in the Crystal River valley.   This entire corridor provides adequate habitat for moose with the numerous willow- choked streams and grazing opportunities. 

The lower elevation areas along the Crystal River west to Lake Ridge, north of Coal Basin are mapped as winter range and contain several areas designated as severe winter range and winter concentration areas for mule deer.  These critical winter habitats on the lower elevations are extremely important to deer survival in the area during the winter months.  

Black bear use the entire TDC priority area as part of its overall range.  The many aspen stands provide important spring and summer forage areas with much of the lower elevation service berry and gambel oak stands comprising fall concentration areas.  These fall concentration areas are heavily used from August 15 through the end of September while bears feed almost nonstop in an attempt to put on the necessary fat reserves before hibernation.

Much of the upper elevation area listed as a TDC priority is mapped as potential lynx habitat.  The sub-alpine forest and willow-choked corridors along the streams and avalanche chutes provide adequate habitat for its favored prey species, the snowshoe hare.  Thus far this potential range has been used sporadically with only a few verified occurrences of lynx occupying the area and most likely only traveling through.  As lynx populations in Colorado increase these areas are likely to be occupied more frequently.
The cold water streams of the TDC area provide great fisheries habitat and recreational opportunities.  These streams generally contain or have been stocked with rainbow, brook, brown and Colorado River native cutthroat trout as well as native species like mottled sculpin.  Of particular importance are the headwaters of North and Middle Thompson Creeks which contain viable populations of Colorado River native cutthroat trout.  Furthermore, the Middle Thompson Creek is especially noteworthy because of the large, isolated population that exists without invasive non-native trout near Middle Thompson Park.  This population has been sampled and identified as a genetically pure strain of CRN.
The wildlife habitat identified in the TDC priority areas are highly valuable to the many species listed.  This area is also very important from a recreational aspect.  Hunting, fishing and other wildlife-related activities provided more than 33,000 jobs in Colorado and nearly $1.8 billion in direct spending by participants in those activities which generated a total economic impact of more than $3 billion during 2007.

Detailed mapping of many of the wildlife habitat areas can be viewed on-line at http://ndis.nrel.colostate.edu/.  
	 ADVANCE \y 716 

 ADVANCE \y 720 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, Harris D. Sherman, Executive Director

WILDLIFE COMMISSION, Brad Coors, Chair ( Tim Glenn, Vice Chair ( Dennis Buechler, Secretary

Members, Jeffrey Crawford ( Dorothea Farris ( Roy McAnally ( John Singletary ( Mark Smith ( Robert Streeter
 Ex Officio Members, Harris Sherman and John Stulp 



[image: image1.wmf]_996405927.doc
[image: image1.png]For Wildlife-
For People







